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Executive Summary

A The Police and Crime Plan 2021-2024 was introduced in April 2821, with new measures that reflect the Police, Fire and Crime
Commissioner (PFCC) for Essex’s strategic commitment to targeted prevention and early intervention.

A Four of the eleven PFCC Priorities have been given a recommended grade of ‘Good’: 2 (Reduce drug driven violence), 3
(Protect rural and isolated areas), 5 (Encouraging Volunteers and Community Support and 8 (Dog Theft). Four have been given a
recommended grade of ‘Adequate’ and three have been given a recommended grade of ‘Requires Improvement’: 4
(Improving safety on our roads), 6 (Improving our service to support victims of crime) and 7 (Violence against women and girls).

A Confidence (from the independent survey commissioned by Essex Police) is at 77.9% (results to the 12 months to June 2822).
Compared to year ending June 2021 (79.8%), confidence in the local police has deteriorated slightly but still remains high.
However, confidence has increased by 13.2 percentage points compared to the 12 months to December 2019 (64.7%); a
comparison with a year in which society, crime and policing was not affected by the pandemic.

A There was a decrease in All Crime (0.4%), Rural Crime (7.1%) and Business Crime (16.7%) compared to the 12 months
to December 2019. For the 12 months to August 2022, however, All Crime increased by 9.2% compared to the 12 months to
August 2021; this equates to 14,086 more offences. The volumes of crimes recorded by the police has been influenced by the
Government’s restrictions on gathering and movement in relation to COVID-19; fewer offences were recorded when there were
more restrictions in place.

A Essex Police prides itself on having excellent Crime Data Accuracy (CDA). In its most recent inspection by HMICFRS, Essex
Police was graded as Outstanding in relation to its CDA. Maintaining excellent CDA, however, requires the Force to neither under-
record nor over-records offences. To this end, Essex Police are currently investigating whether the Force are over-recording
Stalking & Harassment offences, which comprise the largest volume of Violence Against Women & Girls offences (VAWG) and
accounts for 21.6% of all Domestic Abuse offences. Under current recording processes, there were 569 fewer Stalking and
Harassment crimes committed against females in the 12 months to August 2022 (16,136 crimes) compared to the 12 months to
August 2021 (16,705 crimes).



Executive Summary - continued

A Essex experienced a 9.4% increase (4,107 more) in the number of offences with a repeat victim for the 12 months to
August 2022 (47,879 offences) compared to the 12 months to August 2021 (43,772 offences). The number of individual repeat
victims increased by 8.1% (1,698 more) for the 12 months to August 2022 (22,754 individual victims) compared to the 12
months to August 2021 (21,056 individual victims); this is a lower proportion than that experienced for the number of offences
with a repeat victim. Of note is the fact that there is an ongoing investigation as to whether the Force are over-recording Stalking
and Harassment; this may impact the number of repeat victims (and the number of offences with a repeat victim).

A Over half of victims of Violence Against the Person (VAP) offences identify as female (56.3%)'. VAP offences committed
against females increased by 6.2% (2,315 more), and there was a 15.3% increase (657 more) in the number of sexual
offences against females in the 12 months to August 2022 compared to the 12 months to August 2021. These increases are
smaller than those committed against males; there was a 8.6% rise (2,435 more) in VAP offences committed against males and a
23.4% rise (160 more) in sexual offences against males in the same period.

A The number of solved sexual offences committed against females decreased by 10.5% (30 fewer) in the 12 months to
August 2022 compared to the 12 months to August 2821. This compares to a decrease of 11.4% (5 fewer) solved sexual offences
committed against males in the same period.

A There was a 21.1% increase (154 more) in the number of those Killed or Seriously Injured (KSI) in Essex for the 12
months to August 2022 compared to the 12 months to August 2021. The rate of increase has slowed in recent months, in April
2022 there was a 25.8% year on year increase. Road traffic safety is the responsibility of the Safer Essex Roads Partnership
(SERP) which includes a number of organisations including Essex Police: Essex County Fire & Rescue Service; Essex County
Council; Southend on Sea Borough Council; Thurrock Council; National Highways; East of England Ambulance Service Trust; Essex
and Herts Air Ambulance Service Trust; and The Safer Roads Foundation (Registered Charity).

A There has been a slight decrease (8.1%) in the proportion of ethnic minority employees in August 2022 (269) compared to
August 2021 (278). This equates to 9 fewer employees.

T Where gender is detailed 3



Priority 1 - Further investment in Crime Prevention Grade: Adequate

12 months 12 months 12 months Number % Essex MSG Ave
Police Priority Indicators to to to Difference | Difference per 1,000 | per 1,000
Dec 2019 Aug 2021 Aug 2022 2021/22 2021/22 pop. pop.

Number of all crime offences 168,218 153,470 167,556 14,086 9.2 90.4 79.9 10.5 7
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There was a 0.4% decrease in All Crime in the 12 months to August 2022 compared to the 12 months to December 2019; this
equates to 662 fewer offences. There was, however, a 9.2% increase in All Crime (14,086 more offences) for the 12 months to August
2022 compared to the 12 months to August 2021. The volumes of crimes recorded by the police has been influenced by the Government’s
restrictions on gathering and movement in relation to COVID-19; fewer offences were recorded when there were more restrictions in place.
Essex is seventh in its Most Similar Group of forces (MSG) for crime per 1,000 population.

Essex Police recorded a daily average of 458 crimes in August 2022, compared to an average of 494 crimes recorded in July 2022. This
equates to a decrease of 7.3%, or an average of 36 fewer crimes recorded per day. There tend to be more offences in July than they are in
August each year; this is a relatively consistent seasonal pattern.

14,211 offences were recorded in the month of August 2022, an increase of 1.8% (250 more offences) compared to the month of August 2021
(13,961 offences), and an increase of 0.9% (122 more offences) compared to the month of August 2019 .




Priority 1 - Further investment in Crime Prevention (cont.) Grade: Adequate

12 months | 12 months | 12 months Number % Essex MSG Ave # diff. | Essex MSG
Police Priority Indicators to ) to Difference | Difference Position
Dec 2019 Jun 2021 Jun 2022 2021/22 2021/22

Harm (Crime Severity) Score* v. Most Similar Group of Forces (MSG) - All Crime 13.8 12.8 14.9 2.1 - 14.9 12.5 2.4 8

12 months 12 months 12 months Number

Police Priority Indicators to to to Difference | Difference
Dec 2019 Jun 2021 Jun 2022 2021/22 2021/22

Percentage of people who have confidence in policing in Essex (internal survey) 64.7 79.8 77.9 -1.9 -
Confidence Interval 1.1 0.9 0.9

There was a statistically significant decrease in confidence of 1.9% points (from the independent survey commissioned by
Essex Police) in the 12 months to June 2022 (77.9%) compared to the 12 months to June 2021 (79.8%). It was during the height
of the pandemic that confidence reached its highest levels. Confidence has experienced a statistically significantly
improvement compared to levels reported prior to the pandemic (by 13.2% points from 64.7% for the 12 months to December
2019).

The All Crime Harm (Crime Severity) Score* (14.9) places Essex eighth in its MSG.

Due to the fact that compared to the pre-covid period there has been a reduction in crime and an increase in confidence with the
reverse true for the comparison with the 12 months to August 2021, a grade of Adequate is recommended.

Please note:
* Crime Severity Scores (as calculated by the Office for National Statistics) measure the ‘relative harm’ of crimes by taking into account both their volume
and their severity. As national data are only available to June 2022, the score for the 12 months to June for the preceding year has been included.




Priority 2 - Reducing Drug Driven Violence

Police Priority Indicators

Drug related homicides*

1
1

Drug driven homicides

119 | 2

12 months to Dec-15

Oct-19

Nov-19

Dec20 |

12 months to Aug-21

12 months to Aug-22

Grade:

12 months
to
Dec 2019

7

12 months
to
Aug 2021

8

12 months
to
Aug 2022

5

Sep 2021
to
Jun 2022

62.4
Confidence Interval 1.4

Police Priority Indicators

Percentage of people who have confidence Essex Police and the organisations they work with are dealing with drug crime (internal survey)**

Essex experienced the same number of drug related homicides for the 12 months to August 2022 compared to the 12 months to August 2021 and four
fewer compared to the 12 months to December 2019.

Confidence that Essex Police and partners are dealing with drug crime (from the independent survey commissioned by Essex Police) is at 62.4% for the
period September 2021 to June 2022. The results for this question have been stable since it was first asked in September 2021.

Due to the fact that drug related homicides are lower compared to the pre-COVID period, and that confidence is relatively high, a grade of Good is
recommended.

Please note:

*  The methodology used for identifying investigations as being drug-related is subjective (qualitative data) and based on the circumstances presented.
These figures include investigations where the victim and/or suspect are suspected of being involved in Drug Use, Possession or Selling.

** The confidence question was added to the external independent survey in September 2021. A year on year comparison is therefore not available.
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