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FOREWORD
I am pleased to publish the Essex Police Crime
Prevention Strategy.
Preventing crime is not a single agency endeavour. The
police, councils, education providers, health services,
businesses, local communities and individuals all have a
part to play in preventing crime.
I recognise this list is not exhaustive, but Essex Police
will prioritise crime prevention activity in the following
areas:
Domestic
Abuse

Gangs &
Knife Crime

Night Time
Economy

Sexual Crime,
Child Abuse &
Exploitation

Digital Crime
& Fraud

Preventing Violent
Extremism

House Burglary &
Street Robbery

Hate
Crime

Serious &
Organised Crime

Over the last 20 years there have been substantial
reductions in the levels of recorded crime. However,
over the last two years, an increasing number of police
forces across the country, including Essex, have recorded
higher levels of crime.
Within that overall picture we know the nature of crime is
changing. The levels of reported domestic abuse, sexual
offences and on-line crime criminality have increased

4

appreciably. Gang criminality, including the supply and
use of drugs, associated violence including knife crime are
growing challenges for communities, police forces and
everyone engaged in community safety.
How the police and other agencies use and share
information is vital. Essex Innovates is a countywide
initiative that will ensure the police, health authorities,
local councils and others use data to predict
patterns of crime and therefore inform the
preventative action we all need to take.
Essex Police is committed to doing everything
it can to tackle these challenges. Working with
victims, targeting offenders and working in
partnership to deliver appropriate criminal justice
outcomes will be at the heart of our approach.
Everyone has a role to play in preventing
crime and making Essex a safe place. As a
resident of Essex, and as a police officer,
I know that’s what I am committed to
doing along with the hard working,
dedicated professionals in my
organisation and others across the
county.

Andy Prophet
Assistant Chief Constable

ESSEX POLICE CRIME PREVENTION STRATEGY

Domestic
Abuse

Sexual Crime,
Child Abuse and
Exploitation

House Burglary
and Street
Robbery

Shared Data
Analysis

Gangs and
Knife Crime

Digital Crime
and Fraud

Night Time
Economy

Preventing
Violent
Extremism

Support
Victims

Target
Offenders

Police Key
Locations

Hate
Crime

Serious and
Organised Crime

Essex Community Safety Partnership (CSP) plans
These will drive the activities of partners (including Essex Police)
within the Community Safety Hubs in each policing district

Work in
Partnership
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ESSEX POLICE CRIME PREVENTION STRATEGY
• DOMESTIC ABUSE •
To work with partners and the community, to prevent domestic abuse
by supporting victims and tackling offenders.

STRATEGIC AIMS

To focus on the needs of
the victims of domestic
abuse and reduce
the level of repeat
victimisation

To target
the perpetrators of domestic
abuse, in particular repeat
offenders and, in doing
so, increase the number
of positive outcomes
(prosecution or other
intervention)

To identify and share
best practice in line with
the recommendations
of Her Majesty’s
Inspectorate of
Constabulary and Fire
and Rescue, and the
College of Policing

6

•
•

To work with partners
to maximise effective
intervention and
diversion opportunities

To ensure that officers
and staff are suitably
trained to identify and
respond appropriately
to risks associated with
domestic abuse

Partnership Forums:

Southend Essex Thurrock Domestic Abuse Board
Southend Essex Thurrock Multi Agency Risk Assessment Triage

•

Domestic Abuse Performance Group

ESSEX POLICE CRIME PREVENTION STRATEGY
• GANG CRIMINALITY AND KNIFE CRIME •
To work with our partners and the community to
tackle gang criminality and knife crime

STRATEGIC AIMS

Support victims of
gang crime in particular
repeat victims and
those vulnerable to gang
exploitation and violence

Target the offenders,
in particular repeat
offenders and, in doing
so, increase the number
of positive outcomes
(prosecution or other
intervention)

Work with other
forces and partners to
understand and tackle
the local drugs supply
market – ‘county lines’

•
•

Operation Raptor
Community Safety Hubs

Work with local
communities, the media,
businesses and partners
to increase the level of
actionable intelligence

Identify and address
patterns, trends and
hot-spots in knife crime

Work with schools,
colleges and the
voluntary sector and
effectively engage with
young people about the
dangers of gangs and
carrying knives

Partnership Forums:
•
•

Community Safety Partnerships
Violence and Vulnerability Unit
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ESSEX POLICE CRIME PREVENTION STRATEGY
• NIGHT TIME ECONOMY •
To work in partnership to effectively target violence and
Anti-Social Behaviour in the Night Time Economy.

STRATEGIC AIMS

To improve data sharing
with partners to inform
the allocation and
deployment of resources

Identify crime trends,
patterns or hot spots and
respond appropriately

To increase awareness
among Night Time
Economy workers of
vulnerability and in
particular Child Sexual
Exploitation
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•
•

Community Safety Hubs
Community Safety Partnerships

Deliver joint tasking
and co-ordination to
pro-actively tackle
and address issues
connected to Night Time
Economy

To use all available
legislation in working
with licensed traders to
tackle crime and disorder
hotspots

Partnership Forums:
•

Local Licensing Committees

ESSEX POLICE CRIME PREVENTION STRATEGY
• SEXUAL CRIME, CHILD ABUSE AND EXPLOITATION •
Work with our partners to combat all forms of sexual crime, child abuse and
exploitation by supporting victims and effectively dealing with offenders.

STRATEGIC AIMS

To focus on the needs
of the victims and
reduce the level of repeat
victimisation

Maximise disruption and
prosecution of offenders
who pose the highest
risk

Increase the number
of positive outcomes
(prosecution or other
intervention) for crimes
of this type

•
•

Minimise the threat
of harm to victims
from perpetrators
through effective
collection, monitoring
and development of
intelligence

Identify and collate
partnership data in order
to fully understand the
threat of child abuse and
exploitation

Ensure officers and staff
are trained to identify
indicators of abuse
and exploitation and to
take appropriate action
to safeguard those
vulnerable people

Partnership Forums:

Essex, Southend and Thurrock Safeguarding Children Boards
Essex, Southend and Thurrock Safeguarding Adults Boards

•

Sexual Abuse Strategic Partnership Board
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ESSEX POLICE CRIME PREVENTION STRATEGY
• DIGITAL CRIME AND FRAUD •
Work with our partners to reduce fraud and digital crime by
supporting victims, reducing enablers, and tackling offenders

STRATEGIC AIMS

To work with partners to
identify and safeguard
vulnerable victims,
especially repeat victims
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•
•
•

Support the business
community, particularly
small businesses, to
identify vulnerabilities
within their networks

To work with partners
to reduce the number of
enablers of economic
crime

Partnership Forums:

Community Safety Hubs
Community Safety Partnerships
City of London Police & Eastern Region Special Operations Unit

•
•

Identify and collate
partnership data to
gather intelligence
regarding those involved
in digital crime, including
emerging threats and
software

CISP (Cyber Information Sharing Partnership)
National Cyber Security Centre & National Crime Agency

ESSEX POLICE CRIME PREVENTION STRATEGY
• PREVENTING VIOLENT EXTREMISM •
To work with the community and partners to understand and
respond to the causes of Extremism and Radicalisation

STRATEGIC AIMS

Develop and expand
our local community
networks, in particular
in relation to vulnerable,
minority or isolated
communities

•
•

Work with local
communities, faith leaders
and the Independent
Advisory Groups to
build trust, confidence &
understanding about the
issues driving extremism
& radicalisation

Work with community
safety partners to
build and maintain
awareness of the signs of
suspicious behaviour or
radicalisation as well as
familiarity with the referral
pathways

Maintain appropriate
visible patrol plans and
other activity to protect
vulnerable locations

Partnership Forums:

Local and Essex Independent Advisory Groups
Essex Faith Leaders

•
•

Community Forums
Essex Hate Crime Strategic Partnership
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ESSEX POLICE CRIME PREVENTION STRATEGY
• HOUSE BURGLARY AND STREET ROBBERY •
To reduce house burglary and street robbery
by supporting victims and tackling offenders.

STRATEGIC AIMS

Support victims and
reduce the level of overall
offending, in particular
repeat victimisation

Target offenders,
in particular repeat
offenders, and in doing
so increase the number
of positive outcomes
(prosecution or other
intervention)

Effectively direct
Community Policing
Teams, the Special
Constabulary, Active
Citizens and other
volunteers toward
crime hot-spots

Clearly map, understand
and communicate the
trends, hot-spots and
harm caused by these
crime types
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•
•

Work with communities,
the media, businesses
and partners to increase
the level of actionable
intelligence

To identify and share
best practice in relation
to use of property
marking, Designing
Out Crime principles
and other preventative
measures

Partnership Forums:

Community Safety Hubs
Community Safety Partnerships

•
•

Neighbourhood Watch
Community Safety Accreditation Scheme
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ESSEX POLICE CRIME PREVENTION STRATEGY
• HATE CRIME •
Work with community safety partners to encourage reporting of
Hate Crime and support victims throughout their journey

STRATEGIC AIMS

Work with community
safety partners to
increase awareness of
Hate Crime

•
•

Continue to develop
the opportunity for
initial reporting through
ambassadors and third
party reporting centres

Identify and share best
practice in line with
recommendations
from HMICFRS and the
College of Policing

Increase the number
of positive outcomes
(prosecution or other
intervention)

Partnership Forums:

Local and Essex Independent Advisory Groups
Essex Faith Leaders/Community Forums

•

Essex Hate Crime Strategic Partnership
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ESSEX POLICE CRIME PREVENTION STRATEGY
• SERIOUS AND ORGANISED CRIME •
To shape our operational response and continue to build on outstanding operational
results as we undertake investigations at the high end of high risk

STRATEGIC AIMS

Removing proceeds of
crime in the county

To work with our
partners to understand
the risk of vulnerability
and reduce exploitation
and abuse in Essex
(including borders)
through local profiles
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•
•

To understand the
developments in
technology that will
continue to transform
the future crime
landscape

To understand the
pathways into Serious
Organised Crime and
tackle the enablers

To make best use of
Control Orders to ensure
there is lifetime offender
management

To work with our
communities to remove
drugs and firearms from
the streets of Essex

Partnership Forums:

Community Safety Hubs and hub tasking
Community Safety Partnerships

•

Local Serious Organised Crime boards
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Further Information and Contact Details
Essex Police

Office of the Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner for Essex

essex.police.uk

www.essex.pfcc.police.uk

/essexpoliceuk

@essexPFCC

@essexpoliceUK
@essexpoliceUK
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