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District Profile

Thurrock district consists of 20 wards including the areas of Grays, South Ockendon, Chafford Hundred, Tilbury, Orsett, Stanford Le Hope and Corringham.
The district forms part of the West Local Policing Area (LPA) and covers an area of 166 sq. km, 70% of which is green belt land.  The south western area of the district has significant industrial and retail employment.  The district is bordered to the south by the River Thames, which gives the district 18 miles of riverfront. 
The 2011 census records the population of Thurrock as approximately 157,705, which is an increase of 10.1% from the 2001 census. Utilising population growth projections based on the average population increase nationally it is estimated that the current population of Thurrock is approximately 170,000. 
The 2011 census states there are 62,400 households in Thurrock.  The number of households has increased by 3,915 (6.69%) over the last ten years, which makes it one of the most populated districts in the county.  There are numerous housing and infrastructure developments underway within the district, including (amongst others) significant housing developments in the South Ockendon and Purfleet areas. Residential development within the district is projected to increase the number of households with an extra 20,600 homes required in Thurrock by 2031 with a projected population increase to 191,000 by the same year.   
Ethnicity
In recent years, Thurrock has seen a displacement of communities from East London due to the 2012 Olympic project and compulsory purchase orders, as well as a number of London borough housing associations and organisations re-housing families in the district; the largest shift being with Black or Minority Ethnic (BME) communities integrating into the borough.  
Within the Thurrock district, the population is predominantly White British with 80.91% of the population identifying as such in the 2011 census with Black and Ethnic Minorities identifying as 19.09% of the population.  
Places of Interest

Intu Lakeside Shopping Centre

The district has a number of iconic sites and is home to Intu Lakeside, one of the UK’s premier shopping destinations with four department stores and over 250 shops, restaurants and cafes. The centre is operated by Intu who manage a number of retail centres in the UK.  Lakeside was the first regional shopping centre in the south of England and, together with the adjoining retail park, it forms one of the largest shopping areas in Europe.
The shopping centre offers a comprehensive selection of retail brands which are complemented with a wide range of cafés and restaurants both around the centre, along the Boardwalk and around the food court area, as well as a state of the art multi-screen cinema, all playing their part in Lakeside’s success in attracting shoppers throughout the day and late into the evening.
The shopping centre is undergoing significant building and refurbishment works that will increase and expand the services and retail establishments that it offers currently. 
Retail crime is an obvious challenge to the local policing team and during the year there are a number of policing operations that take place around Lakeside, such as Operation Presence, that occurs in December, which have helped minimise crime levels, and have increased shoppers’ confidence that their visit to the centre is safe.  In addition to this the shopping centre is one of the locations in Essex that is subject to frequent patrols by firearms police officers under Operation Servator which is part of Essex Police’s ongoing activity to prevent and respond to potential incidents of terrorism. 
QE2 Bridge and Dartford River Crossing
The QE2 Bridge is the southbound element of the Dartford–Thurrock River Crossing. It is a strategic charged road, crossing the half-mile-wide River Thames, east of London.  It was built alongside two earlier tunnels under the river, which now form the northbound element of the crossing. Connect Plus manages the crossing and the A282 on behalf of Highways England.
Approximately one million vehicles use the Dartford River Crossing every week. As part of the continuous improvement of the road network Highways England in conjunction with the Department for Transport confirmed the preferred route for the Lower Thames Crossing on the 12th April 2017. This proposal will see another river crossing built between Essex and Kent as well as significant improvements to the existing road network in proximity to it. In relation to the Essex sections, the overwhelming majority of these improvements will occur exclusively in the Thurrock district. The road infrastructure will incorporate improvements to the current road network as well as the construction of an entirely new road that will be in proximity to Tilbury, East Tilbury, West Tilbury, Chadwell St Mary, Orsett and South Ockendon. It is estimated that the entire project will cost between £4.4bn - £6.2bn and will add approximately 70% extra capacity to local roads when completed. A target completion date has been published of 2027. 
Local road capacity issues have also resulted in the widening of the A13 between the Orsett Cock and Stanford Le Hope/Corringham junctions. Work on this is due to take place between September 2018 and the summer of 2020.  
Dubai Ports World
London Gateway is located on the former Shell Haven site in Thurrock, Essex.  The 1,500 acre (6.1 sq. km) site is a former oil refinery which closed in 1999.  The site however has been used as a port since the 16th century.  Dubai Ports World (DP World) received government approval in May 2007 for the development of the London Gateway and was also given the go-ahead for construction of the port.  Work started in February 2010.
DP World is planning to invest over £1.5bn to develop the project over a 10-15 year development period.  It predicts that London Gateway will deliver about 12,000 new direct jobs, benefit the local and regional economy, and assist the government’s Thames Gateway regeneration initiative.  In addition, there will be over 30,000 indirect jobs.
To address the increased vehicular movements to and from the port, there have been significant infrastructure changes, including extensive road improvement works around the junction of the A13 and the A1014 (Manor Way) amongst other developments. 
Dubai Ports World is the newest of the container ports in Thurrock with another being the port of Tilbury.  This port, managed by Forth Ports, has its own police force which regularly works alongside Essex Police by way of collaborative operations and multi-agency meeting attendances.

High House Production Park in Purfleet

The Royal Opera House opened the Bob and Tamar Manoukian Production Workshop, a scene-making facility for its opera and ballet productions on the High House site in December 2010.  All the scenery for the Royal Opera, the Royal Ballet and Birmingham Royal Ballet productions are now made at High House Production Park.  The Royal Opera House Education Department has a team of staff at the park who run community outreach and education projects focusing on the backstage and technical crafts.  
Policing Structure and Resources

Grays Police Station 

Grays Police Station front office is open seven days a week, from 9am to 5pm.  The following functions operate from the police station:
· 24/7 Local Policing Teams;
· CID;
· Juno Domestic Abuse Investigation Team;

· Custody;
· Front Office;
· Special Constabulary (aligned to Local Policing Teams);
· Crime Scene Investigation;
· Public Protection and Child Abuse Investigation Teams

· The Community Safety Hub comprising of an Inspector, Crime Reduction Officer, ASB Officer, Licensing Officer and Missing Person Liaison Officer.
Local Policing Teams (LPTs) were formed in September 2014 with the amalgamation of Neighbourhood Crime Teams and Response and Policing Teams.  This was echoed elsewhere across the county.  These teams operate a 24/7 policing function to cover the whole district.  Each team is managed by an inspector and either one or two sergeants who supervise a number of constables per team.  The LPTs have responsibility for attending emergency, priority and routine graded incidents as well as road traffic collisions and other policing incidents.  They also have responsibility for the investigation of volume crime, crime reduction and general policing duties.  In addition, LPT inspectors manage their respective teams at Brentwood Police Station and oversee critical and significant incidents and performance management in that district.
As part of the PFCC’s announcement in relation to the increase of police officers allocated to Local Policing Teams in Essex, Thurrock LPT will be receiving an increase of 6 police officers in their establishment.

Tilbury Police Station
· POLIT: Police On-line Investigation Team
· Front Office closed on 31/03/2016

South Ockendon Police Station
· Community Policing Team
· Front Office closed on 31/03/2016

The Community Policing Team which is currently based at South Ockendon police station works closely with community partners to promote a cohesive and joined up work ethic.  There are many multi-agency operations and work streams.  Information Sharing Agreements are also in place between Essex Police and Thurrock Council Community Safety Partnership, Licensing, Essex Fire and Rescue Service, Intu Lakeside security, Thurrock Youth Offending Service and Social Service departments within Thurrock Council.  

Lakeside Police Lodge 
· Community Policing Team for Lakeside.
Lakeside shopping centre has its own dedicated policing team which forms part of the Community Policing Team.  The officers are funded by Intu which operates a number of retail shopping centres across the UK.  The Lakeside policing team consists of a sergeant, police constables, special constables and Volunteer Active Citizens.
Community Policing

The Thurrock Community Policing Team manages and solves community policing issues, cases of high harm anti-social behaviour and hate crime as well as Thurrock Community Safety Partnership priorities from its base at South Ockendon Police Station.  
The team comprises two sergeants, eleven police constables, eleven Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) and five special constables.  In addition to this the Community Policing Team is further supported by Volunteer Police Cadets and Volunteer Active Citizens.
As part of the PFCC’s announcement in relation to the increase of police officers allocated to Community Policing Teams in Essex, Thurrock CPT will be receiving an increase of 6 police officers in their establishment.
The Community Policing Team is managed by the Community Policing Inspector who also oversees the operation of the Community Safety Hub, based at Grays Police Station. The team works collaboratively on a daily basis with partner agencies, including Thurrock Council, the Youth Offending Service, the Essex Fire and Rescue Service and the security team at Intu Lakeside, to address community safety issues.  
Community Concerns and Media
Incidents of specific note that have occurred in this crime recording year (since Apr 18) and/or updates relating to incidents of note from the previous recording year:
· Police were called at 12.35am on Saturday 1st July 2017 to reports of a number of men fighting in Blackshots Lane, Grays.  Officers and the ambulance service attended and found Kevin Malthouse, 24 had been stabbed multiple times.  Sadly despite the efforts of paramedics, he was later pronounced deceased at the scene. 

The incident is believed to be linked to another assault, which was reported to police later that night at 1.55am, during which a 17-year-old boy had been assaulted in Fleming Road, Chafford Hundred. He had suffered a head injury and was knocked unconscious. 


Police received a call at approximately 1.05am reporting three men had attended Basildon Hospital for treatment to life threatening injuries.  An 18-year-old man had suffered a chest wound, another 18-year-old man had suffered a serious stomach wound, and a 39-year-old man had suffered a stomach wound. 


A murder investigation was launched. An 18-year-old man Grays was charged with murder and three counts of wounding with intent, and a 22-year-old man, from Romford, was charged with murder and three counts of GBH. 


On the 30th May 2018, a jury found the two men not guilty of all charges. 


· On Monday the 21st August 2017, police received reports that a man had suffered serious knife injuries at a property in Eden Green, South Ockendon.  The victim, Daniel Adger, 34 from South Ockendon, was taken to hospital but sadly died upon arrival. 


Detectives from the Serious Crime Directorates Major Crime Department launched a murder investigation which resulted in four men being charged in connection with Daniel’s death.

Daniel Boakye, 30, of Western Green, Dagenham and Zakaria Lahrar, 19, of Dee Close, Upminster were charged with murder and aggravated burglary. Connal Cocker-Dawkins, 20, of Denmark Street, Plaistow, was charged with conspiracy to murder and conspiracy to supply cocaine. A 50-year-old man from Grays was also charged with murder but was later found not guilty.

The circumstances being that just before 1pm on the 21st August 2017, Boakye and Lahrar entered an address in Eden Green, South Ockendon.  Daniel was attacked by Boakye with a machete as he sat in a chair, he ran outside calling for help while Boakye continued to attack him with the machete causing injuries to his legs, body and head.  Passers-by quickly came to his aid and attempted to dress his wounds but he sadly died while being transferred to hospital.

On the 19th December 2017 Boakye admitted to murder and being concerned in the supply of cocaine. 

On the 8th March 2018, following a three-week trial Lahrar was found guilty of murder, Cocker-Dawkins was found not guilty of conspiracy to murder but had previously pleaded guilty of conspiring to supply cocaine and sentenced to three years imprisonment. Dowman was found not guilty.   

Boakye and Lahrar await sentencing. 


· Police were called to Baylee’s launderette in Southend Road, South Ockendon at approximately 10pm on Monday the 4th December 2017 following reports that up to five people had entered the property armed with weapons.  Paul Robertson, 39, of Milton Keynes was found dead at the scene with multiple injuries and a murder investigation commenced.


Police arrested a 39 year old man at the scene on suspicion of murder who was subsequently released on bail.  

A post mortem examination was held on Wednesday, December 6, which found Paul Robertson had died as a result of multiple blunt force injuries. 


Harrison Fryer aged 24 and Jerome Johnson aged 36, both of Charter Place, Watford along with Joseph Pearl aged 28, of Charter Place, Watford have pleaded guilty to aggravated burglary and possessing an imitation firearm while committing an offence.


Michael Williams aged 35, of Old Farm Park, Milton Keynes, and Christopher Salvador aged 31, of Hemming Way, Watford, are currently on trial and deny charges of conspiracy to commit aggravated burglary. 


The 39 year old man from Grays who had been arrested on suspicion of murder has been released without charge. 

Fryer, Johnson and Pearl will be sentenced after the trial concludes. 


· On Thursday the 14th December 2017 at approximately 3pm police were called to a man found injured near Dilkes Park, Foyle Drive, South Ockendon.  George Cunningham aged 52 from South Ockendon had suffered a serious head injury and sadly died at the scene.

George had been riding his bicycle through Dilkes Park when he stopped to speak to two people who had pulled up in a silver BMW. Witnesses reported shouting between Mr Cunningham and the people in the car before Mr Cunningham went to ride off. A man got out of the car, chased after him and punched him to the back of the head forcing him to come off his bicycle and strike his head on a hard surface.  The man then got back into the car and it sped off in the direction of Stifford Road.


CCTV overlooking Dilkes Park captured the entire incident while footage from a bus allowed the investigating officers to identify the registration plate of the silver BMW.  When officers carried out checks into the car they found it was registered to a Ryan Greasley.  Analysis of Mr Cunningham’s mobile phone found he received and then made a call to a number which was subsequently identified as that of a phone used solely by Greasley.


On the 29th December 2017 Ryan Greasley, aged 22, of Barking Road, East London, was arrested on suspicion of murder and subsequently charged. 

On the 11th June 2018 Ryan Greasley pleaded guilty to manslaughter and was sentenced to six years imprisonment.


· Police were contacted by the ambulance service shortly before 7.40pm on Wednesday the 21st March 2018 with reports that a man had been found injured in Queen Elizabeth Drive, Corringham. 

Twenty-eight year old Bhekisipho Mudise Dube from the Corringham area, known locally as Marcus Harper, had suffered stab wounds to the leg and chest. Sadly, despite the efforts of paramedics he died at the scene.  

On the 23rd March 2018 two men and a teenage boy were arrested on suspicion of murder.  On the 24th March Morgan Gilbert, 24, of Lincoln Road, Basildon was charged with murder.  The other male and teenage boy were released without charge.

The trial initially commenced on the 2nd July. At the conclusion of the trial Morgan Gilbert was convicted of manslaughter and he was sentenced to 13 years imprisonment on the 25th of July 2018.

Unauthorised Encampments

The Essex Countywide Traveller Unit (ECTU) is a multi-agency team that was established to take a lead in all Gypsy and Traveller related matters within Essex and went live on 1st October 2012. The unit is centrally based within Essex at County Hall in Chelmsford although some members of the team work from other locations within the County. From October 2017 Essex Police formed the Gypsy, Traveller and Rural Engagement Team who work alongside the ECTU and local Councils. Their aim is to provide a consistent approach to the attendance and management of unauthorised encampments. This team will also concentrate on other rural issues such as hare coursing and fly tipping, 

From the 1st of January 2018 to the 1st of August 2018 there have been a total of 47 unauthorised encampments recorded in the Thurrock district. During this period Police used their removal from land emergency powers under Section 61 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 on 9 occasions. This is compared to 49 recorded unauthorised encampments in the Thurrock district between 1st of April 2017 to 31st of December 2017 with emergency police powers under section 61 being used on 5 occasions. 
Some examples of when Section 61 removal from land powers have been used between the 1st of January 2018 and 1st of August 2018 are:

· The car park next to Purfleet railway station was subject to an unauthorised encampment which had an economic impact on local residents and commuters who were unable to park there. Initial refusals to leave the location and vacate the car park were made by the trespassers however after an arrest and seizure of a vehicle vehicle all the other persons present vacated the car park. 

· An unauthorised encampment was set up in the ALDI car park in Grays, as this is a small car park due to the number of vehicles and caravans present, which stopped other members of the public parking there and going shopping section 61 powers were used to clear the car park. 

· Section 61 powers were also used when an unauthorised encampment was established on a farmer’s field, (Sandy Lane Farm) as this had an economic impact on the farmer the site was cleared within hours of them arriving. 

 

Lakeside and Cruisers
Car cruise events have historically regularly occurred around the Lakeside shopping centre and the retail park.  Cruisers would often locate themselves on the retail park and surrounding road infrastructure and Essex Police received reports of concerns from local residents about noise pollution, as well as concerns from other road users who may visit the retail park to use facilities such as restaurants, or cinemas.  The biggest concern was around irresponsible driving, road safety and the large volume of spectators this behaviour attracted.  Serious injury collisions have occurred in previous years which included spectators being injured whilst observing dangerous driving behaviour on the road network in the Lakeside area.

Through a collaborative approach with Essex Police teams and external partners including landowners, Thurrock Council and Highways England, a huge amount has been done to make the Lakeside area less attractive to drivers who seek to participate in events that can put public safety at risk.  This has included the closure of car parks, speed reduction initiatives, the use of Dispersal Orders, CCTV installations, enforcement operations and the introduction of one of the county’s first Public Space Protection Orders (PSPO) in 2015. 

The issue of Anti-Social driving, cruising and noise pollution resultant from it has decreased significantly in the last two years. There was a continuation of sporadic ‘smaller’, groups of cruisers who attended the Lakeside area predominantly on a Friday or Saturday night in the area of the A126 junction with the A13 which is locally known as the ‘dumbbell roundabout’. In response to this the local Community Policing Team and Thurrock Council worked closely with Highways England and a barrier was put in place at this location in March 2018 to restrict access. This measure has resulted in a significant decrease in issues at this junction. The Community Policing Team remain committed to tackling this issue and continue to adapt its approach when new information is received. An example of this was that there were increased reports started of cruiser activity in the area of Burghley Road in Chafford Hundred. Through increased patrols and searches of the locality it was established that unauthorised access had been gained to a disused car park in the area and a ‘dummy’, entry barrier had been placed so as to appear that the car park was secure. Along with additional patrols we ensured that the landowner completed emergency work to secure the location which has resulted in no further reports of cruiser activity there. Since the 1st of January 2018 as a result of our continued activity in relation to this issue we have taken some form of enforcement action on 85 occasions.  
Grays Town Centre
The area of Grays Town centre and the High Street has in previous years experienced increased levels of Anti-Social behaviour, street drinking and public nuisance. In response to this Thurrock Council, supported by Essex Police put a Public Spaces Protection Order in place on the 1st of April 2017. The implementation of the PSPO was accompanied by a joint police/council operation that increased visibility and enforcement which resulted in 3 persons being arrested for breaching the PSPO and/or other associated public order offences. 
Since the initial implementation of the PSPO there have been joint patrols between Police and Thurrock Council, the identification of individuals and specific locations which have been subject to enforcement or diversion/support activity including extra CCTV cameras installed and increased joint patrols. The majority of identified individuals causing these types of issues in the High Street decreased and working alongside our partners at Thurrock Council and the local Essex Police Op Raptor gangs unit, enforcement activity in the area increasingly focused on drug dealing and associated violence and disorder. This operation remains ongoing and through the collective activity of all involved there have been a number of persons arrested for drug related offences in the High Street, Grays Park, Seabrooke Rise and Bridge Road areas of Grays.  Recently in the summer months there has been an increase in the High Street of street drinking and Anti-Social Behaviour. In response to this the Community Policing Team and Thurrock Council Partners have increased our patrols and activity at varying times of the day to identify those involved, and take appropriate action. 
Examples of Problem Solving Initiatives
The Thurrock district has historically been subject to increasing levels of off road motorbikes and quad bikes being used in an Anti-Social and dangerous manner. Whilst this particular issue peaks in the warmer summer months it is prevalent throughout the year. Due to Thurrock’s strategic road network the issue of Anti-Social off road nuisance is amplified by riders travelling from outside of the district. 
In response to this ongoing issue the Thurrock Community Policing Team and Thurrock Council Community Safety Partnership agreed on a joint strategy moving into the summer of 2018. This including target hardening of identified susceptible locations, increased funding for location specific improvements, dedicated police patrols at peak times and joint agency enforcement action where appropriate. 

The police response to Anti-Social off road motorbike and quad bike riding in the district was relaunched under Op Sacrifice and has been running since March 2018. Since the relaunch of Op Sacrifice enforcement action has been taken on 9 occasions which includes 2 Community Protection Warnings being issued to private companies due to their vehicles being used to transport motorbikes used to cause Anti-Social Behaviour. There are a further 6 current ongoing investigations to identify perpetrators so that action can be taken and there has also been a 41% reduction in reports of Anti-Social off road biking and nuisance vehicles in the Thurrock district when compared to the same period in 2017. 
Responding to increasing reports of Anti-Social Behaviour located on the Garrison housing estate in Purfleet a working group was commissioned in November 2017 which included Essex Police, Thurrock Council departments and local residents. A broad approach of increased enforcement and diversion actions along with local area rejuvenation initiatives were agreed. 

To date there have been increased police and partner agency patrols, the serving of noise abatement notices along with seizures of sound equipment causing nuisance, a full estate walk around by Thurrock Council Housing officers and Essex Police Crime reduction Officers, two weapons sweep operations conducted by Essex police, and an extensive replace/repair list compiled by Thurrock Council Estates department. As a result of this activity and partnership approach there have been a 12 arrests, three warrants executed at premises, the serving of multiple Community Protection Warnings and Acceptable Behaviour Contracts, tenancy action having been taken or initiated, the establishing of a Community Speed watch involving Volunteer Police cadets and an increased utilisation of support services.

The working group remains ongoing with future planned activity including continuing joint police and Thurrock Council patrols, attendance at regular monthly residents meetings, improvements to the estate infrastructure inclusive of improvements to the current CCTV system, and the further development of the local Community Hub Café as a venue for local residents to socialise and report issues directly to service providers.  

The above examples are a very small percentage of the work proactively undertaken to reduce Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour in the Thurrock district. 
Thurrock Performance Data
The table below sets out the crime figures for Thurrock, comparing reports for 1st July 2017 to 30th June 2018 with 1st July 2016 to 30th June 2017 for the Thurrock district and the Force. 

Areas of note for Thurrock district:

· All Crime has increased by 9.8% (1337 more offences). 
· Violence with injury has increased by 8.6% (107 more offences) 
· Violence without Injury has increased by 27.8% (404 more offences).

· Stalking and Harassment has increased by 65.9% (452 more offences). 

· Sexual Offences has increased by 31.0% (78 more offences). 

· Other Burglary (pre- Apr 17 def.) has decreased by 28.1% (177 fewer offences).

· Theft from a Vehicle has decreased by 9.1% (101 fewer offences).

· Other Theft has decreased by 10.1% (134 fewer offences).

· ASB Incidents have decreased by 3.9% (205 fewer incidents).
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ALL CRIME 13629 14966 1337 9.8 -1.4 89.6 12.5 124856 138898 14042 11.2 77.1

Violence with Injury 1240 1347 107 8.6 4.5 8.1 0.5 13093 13632 539 4.1 7.6

Violence without Injury 1452 1856 404 27.8 8.0 11.1 1.3 14723 17637 2914 19.8 9.8

Stalking and Harassment 686 1138 452 65.9 6.2 6.8 -0.4 8140 12999 4859 59.7 7.2

Sexual Offences 252 330 78 31.0 10.2 2.0 -0.1 3151 3806 655 20.8 2.1

Robbery 169 197 28 16.6 -1.7 1.2 0.3 1289 1525 236 18.3 0.8

Residential Burglary - 867 ##### ######VALUE! 13.9 1.4 - 9004 ########### 12.5

Business and Community Burglary - 320 ##### ######VALUE! 1.9 0.0 - 3538 ########### 2.0

Dwelling Burglary (pre-Apr 17 definition) 744 735 -9 -1.2 3.7 11.8 2.4 7061 6713 -348 -4.9 9.3

Other Burglary (pre-Apr 17 definition) 629 452 -177 -28.1 -25.9 2.7 -0.5 5965 5829 -136 -2.3 3.2

Theft from a Vehicle 1104 1003 -101 -9.1 -11.6 6.0 1.5 7893 8085 192 2.4 4.5

Theft of a Vehicle 627 791 164 26.2 12.2 4.7 2.2 3988 4545 557 14.0 2.5

Theft from the Person 125 136 11 8.8 -11.7 0.8 -0.1 1394 1680 286 20.5 0.9

Theft of Pedal Cycles 235 156 -79 -33.6 -23.9 0.9 -0.4 2580 2329 -251 -9.7 1.3

Shoplifting 1593 1680 87 5.5 2.9 10.1 4.4 9870 10124 254 2.6 5.6

Other Theft 1329 1195 -134 -10.1 -11.3 7.2 0.0 12766 12922 156 1.2 7.2

Criminal Damage (incl. arson) 1624 1714 90 5.5 2.2 10.3 1.4 15377 15885 508 3.3 8.8

Anti-Social Behaviour Incidents 5269 5064 -205 -3.9 0.0 30.3 2.9 51498 49487 -2011 -3.9 27.5
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Other districts – All Crime offences and per 1000 population:
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All Crime

During the above reporting period, All Crime increased in Thurrock by 9.8% (1337 more offences).

Trying to put some context around this is difficult, but in Thurrock, as in other districts, some of this increase is quantifiable due to the following factors:

· Increased population in the district - the 2011 census put the population at around 157,705 however national estimates place the current population within the district as approximately 180,000. Also given the geographical location of Thurrock being in proximity to both the London and Kent areas along with significant East of England road infrastructure that falls within the district there is a large transient population (those passing through Thurrock on the strategic road network, or those visiting residents or Lakeside for instance) which are likely to increase this figure; 

· Active encouragement around reporting crime and incidents linked to domestic abuse, and serious sexual assault (including historical offences), active encouragement for victims in Thurrock to report hate crime and the fact that from 1st April 2015, Malicious Communications is an offence that requires a crime report to be completed, something that wasn’t the case prior to that date. This offence, and some linked to domestic abuse and hate crime will feature as part of Violence With (or Without) Injury crime data.
Violence without Injury:
Between 1st of July 2017 and 30th June 2018 there have been 1856 violence without injury offences recorded. This is an increase of 27.8% (404 offences) from the number reported during the same period in 2016-2017.
The Violence without injury classification primarily includes offences whereby no physical injury was caused to the victim for example common assault, violence to secure entry and also public order offences with or without an identified victim (Regina offences). Whilst it is not suggested that the increase is entirely attributable to changes in crime recording standards or methods there are some factors that are likely to have contributed. The potential contributory factors are:

· Following from Home Office guidance changes all persons present at an incident are recorded as individual offences. This is particularly prevalent in relation to Public Order offences whereby there may have been multiple persons affected by the behaviour of the offender/s at an incident. Previously a single crime would have been recorded with each victim listed on the one report. Following the updated guidance a crime report is created for each individual which sometimes results in multiple crime reports being generated from on incident. 
· Internal improvements have been made within Essex Police so that officers and staff better understand when they themselves have been the victim of an assault during the course of their duty. The most common scenario is during the apprehension/detention of a suspect when unlawful force is used on the officer/s present. Previously this would not always have been recorded and Essex Police has proactively encouraged Officers and Staff to recognise and record such matters. Whilst the numbers relative to this are low in comparison with all offences recorded in the Violence without injury category it is likely to have contributed to the overall increase in a proportionate manner. 

· Similar to the Violence with Injury category a large proportion of offences in this section will be domestic violence related. Essex Police has significantly invested in this area to increase the confidence of victims to report domestic violence, to safeguard and support them through the process, to apprehend and prosecute domestic violence offenders, to work with partner agencies/charities and to raise awareness of domestic violence through a number of media campaigns and engagement activities. There is also a dedicated Domestic Violence team working at Grays Police station under Operation Juno who investigate reports of Domestic Violence with the district.   
Stalking & Harassment:
Between 1st July 2017 and 30th June 2018 there have been 1138 Stalking and Harassment offences recorded. This is increase of 69.5% (452 offences) from the number reported during the same period in 2016-2017.  

The increase in reported incidents of Stalking and Harassment is difficult to attribute to specific factors given the nature of the offences. Changes to the National Crime Recording Standards that came in to effect on the 1st of April 2018 meant that from this date any recorded crimes that have more than one offence disclosed by the victim where one of these includes Stalking & Harassment now require the creation of a separate crime report for the Stalking & Harassment offence. Prior to the 1st of April 2018 all disclosed crimes would have been included on one report which remains unchanged for all other offences. Whilst it is not believed that this change in the recording of Stalking & Harassment would account for the entire increase it is likely to be a contributory factor. Although the offence header includes both Stalking and Harassment there were only 19 recorded instances of Stalking in the total number of jointly recorded offences. The potential contributory factors to this increase are:
· Due to the nature of the offences a large proportion are Domestic Violence related. Essex Police has dedicated Domestic Violence Investigation units (Operation Juno) who specialise in victim care, evidence gathering, joint agency working and offender apprehension and prosecution for Domestic related offences. One of the Op Juno teams is based at Grays police station and manages the domestic violence investigations for the district. There has been a significant drive to improve reporting of Domestic Violence by Essex Police in recent years and this is incorporated in local strategy and initiatives which also included close working relationships with local support agencies/charities and Thurrock Council. It is likely that the increase in recorded offences can be partially attributed to an increase in confidence in the police and the criminal justice system along with the improvements in reporting methods. 

· Another large contributor to offences recorded under this header relates to Anti-Social Behaviour and mid – long term disputes between residents. The Community Policing Team for Thurrock manage a large proportion of these investigations with sometimes one issue resultant in multiple reports of Harassment offences being recorded. The CPT utilise a wide range of potential solutions to investigate and resolve such issues which can include prosecution, utilisation of Community Warnings or Orders, close working with Thurrock Council ASB and Housing Teams and non-custodial Restorative Justice pathways. Last year Thurrock CPT was regularly the highest referring team for Restorative Justice remedies in Essex.   
Sexual Offences:
Between 1st July 2017 and 30th June 2018 there have been 330 Sexual Offences recorded. This is increase of 31% (78 offences) from the number reported during the same period in 2016-2017.  
The Sexual Offences category includes offences that range from exposure and voyeurism to sexual assault and rape. Sexual Offences that are reported are primarily investigated by the ASAIT (Adult Sexual Abuse Investigation Team) and CAIT (Child Abuse Investigation Team) with both of these teams having officers based locally at Grays Police station. In addition to these, POLIT (Police Online Investigation Team) officers are based at Tilbury Police station and they investigate reports of online sexual offences which are also recorded in this category. These specialist teams are resourced by dedicated specially trained officers and are overseen by the Essex Police centralised Public Protection Command. Due to the wide range of offences included in this category investigations in relation to Sexual Offences are also conducted by CID, Local Policing Team and Community Policing Team officers. These investigations are assessed at the time of reporting and then assigned to the most appropriate team based on their individual circumstances and agreed policies. 

The increase in reporting and recording of Sexual Offences is a national trend which is in part likely attributable to an increase in confidence in reporting, an increasing awareness and willingness to report due to high profile cases and also closer working relationships with partner support and protection agencies. Essex Police supplies resources to the Thurrock MASH (Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub) which is a co-located team of police, social care, health and safeguarding officers who receive and collate safeguarding concerns from across all statutory agencies and provides a direct route to the reporting of sexual and like offences to the police. 
Following updated Home Office guidance changes have been made to the recording standards of Sexual Offences in the last year. Prior to the changes if an offence was reported to have had more than one offender involved in the same incident one crime report would have been recorded with each offender included. Since the updated guidance a crime report is required to be recorded for each offender. As a result more than one crime report is now created should more than one offender have been involved. Instances where multiple offenders are involved are not common so this factor is unlikely to have been a significant factor in the percentage increase in the number of Sexual Offences.  
Anti-Social Behaviour

Anti-social behaviour (ASB) has decreased by 3.9% (205 fewer incidents).  This is the third year that there has been a reduction in reported incidents of ASB in Thurrock and a great deal of time and effort is spent by the police and our partner agencies in reducing, preventing and addressing ASB in Thurrock.

The THRiVE model of analysing the Threat, Harm, Risk and Vulnerability of all calls received by Essex Police may account for some of these reductions, but that aside, a great deal of work has been done by the police and our partner agencies to address repeat locations and victims of ASB as well as trying to address potential high risk cases and thereby ensuring that safeguarding measures can be introduced to reduce harm and vulnerability. 
Locality Action Group meetings (LAG) have been in place for a number of years in Thurrock and these multi-agency forums, along with fortnightly police-led district tasking meetings, will address matters referred to the group from various agencies to ensure that a collaborative approach is in place, with set actions to ensure accountability, to prevent, reduce and target the victims and perpetrators of ASB.
Recently Thurrock Community Policing Team successfully applied for the districts first Criminal Behaviour Order in addition to numerous criminal convictions against a former resident of Tilbury who had been causing significant issues for his neighbours and other local residents due to his Anti-Social Behaviour. This enforcement action was in conjunction with Thurrock Council’s ASB Housing team who were also able to secure his eviction. This is just one example of the continuing robust and partnership focussed activity that the police and other local agencies are taking to reduce Anti-Social Behaviour in Thurrock.

Essex County Fire & Rescue Service
ECFRS Structure and Resources in Thurrock


Operationally, Essex County and Fire Rescue Service divides the county into four geographical working groups. Thurrock is part of the South West Group alongside Basildon, Brentwood and Epping Forest.  

In Thurrock there are fire stations in Grays, Corringham and Orsett and a mix of wholetime and on-call firefighters. 

Wholetime firefighters are based at and mobilised from a fire station while on-call firefighters often have other jobs and respond to calls from home or their place of work when they are on duty.

There is a team of 47 wholetime firefighters and fire officers based at Grays Fire Station in Hogg Lane and a team of 27 at Orsett Fire Station in Stanford Road.  There is also 10 on-call firefighters and a Watch Manager attached to Corringham Fire Station in Fobbing Road.


The stations house a variety of appliances from general purpose to those with specialist hydraulic and aerial capabilities. 

Recent changes:
Orsett fire station recently had a fire engine removed and now has one fire engine based there.

Corringham fire station has recently had one of their two fire engines removed, and this was replaced with a water bowser (large lorry used to carry water), the station is now home to one fire engine and the water bowser. 
Corringham Fire Station is currently being used a drop in base for Essex Police officers as part of a pilot project.
Statistics
Between August 1, 2017 and July 31, 2018:
· ECFRS responded to 15,340 incidents across the county.  7367 of these incidents were deemed potentially life-threatening. 50% of these were responded to in under 10 minutes. 


· Firefighters at Grays Fire Station attended 1138 incidents. Of those, 466 were fire and 263 were to provide a specialist service such as assisting at a road traffic collision, dealing with hazardous materials, water rescue and making an unsafe building stable.  The average response time was 11 minutes and 28 seconds.


· Firefighters at Orsett Fire Station attended 463 incidents. Of those 195 were fires and 85 were to provide a specialist service. The average response time was 10 minutes and 28 seconds.
 

· On-call firefighters attached to Corringham Fire Station were called to 85 incidents. Of those, 36 were fires and 24 were to provide a specialist service. 


· Our Home Safety Officers carried out 295 home safety visits across Thurrock. During these visits 446 regular smoke alarms and 28 smoke alarms for residents with hearing impairments were installed. 




Community initiatives

Essex County Fire and Rescue Service runs a number of innovative schemes designed to engage and encourage children and young people to reach their potential. The following are up and running in Thurrock:


Firebreak
Firebreak is a direct intervention youth inclusion programme for young people aged between 10 and 24.  It aims to promote a culture of safety and team work by teaching a range of vital life skills whilst undertaking various disciplines of the fire service.  Students gain confidence and develop vital life skills while experiencing the techniques used by fire fighters in their working lives. It aims to reduce the risky lifestyle choices by young people and raise awareness of the consequences of fire, fire setting and hoax calls. 

Five Firebreak sessions involving young people from local schools have run across Thurrock over the last 12 months – four at Corringham Fire Station and another at Grays Fire Station.


Cadet Unit

ECFRS also runs a nationally recognised three-year Cadet programme during which students learn about the work of the fire service, community safety and have the opportunity to work towards Duke of Edinburgh Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards.
A Cadet Unit for children aged between 13.5 and 17 runs at Orsett Fire Station on a Thursday evening. 
A programme ran between September 2017 and July this year and saw 9 students complete bronze awards, seven silver and six gold. The students also completed a number of community projects including a Christmas shoebox appeal and home safety visits as part of the Duke of Edinburgh scheme. 

The programme is due to begin again in September. 

Crucial Crew
Crucial Crew is a personal safety programme delivered to year six pupils across Essex. It aims to help students identify potential hazards at home, recognise the importance of having a working smoke alarm and understand how to respond to one. 
In July 2018, ECFRS volunteers delivered a week-long programme to 1,167 year six pupils drawn from 21 schools across Thurrock.  

Other community engagement activity held over the last 12 months have included:


· Six family fun days at Essex Fire Museum at Grays Fire Station and 11 community group visits

· Two open days at Grays Fire Station

· Six community events with partner agencies including Essex Police, Thurrock Council and Neighbourhood Watch

· Four fire safety talks with community groups



Recent incidents of note:

15 July 2018 @ 15:09hrs
Large field fire
Buckles Lane, South Ockendon 

15 fire engines and two water bowsers attended.
Firefighters prevented the fire from spreading to number of caravans in the area.

Below is a report about the incident from the Essex County Fire and Rescue Service website.

Large field fire

Buckles Lane, South Ockendon
15/07/2018 @ 15:09
Incident Number: 81801
In attendance: 2 x Grays, 1 x Brentwood, 1 x Basildon, 1 x Orsett, 1 x Corringham, 1 x Hawkwell, 1 x Bilericay, 1 x Rayleigh Weir, 1 x Rochford, 5 x London Fire Brigade, 1 x Halstead (Water Bowser), 1 x Corringham (Water Bowser)


Firefighters were called to a large area of grass on fire in South Ockendon.

The area measured approximately 1000m (squared). The field fire is located very near to a caravan park, so the first crews to get to the incident requested extra firefighters to assist at the scene.

*Update 6pm* The officer in charge reports that firefighters are working extremely hard in sweltering heat to tackle this large field fire. The area affected measures approximately 1km (squared). Firefighters are working to extinguish the fire.

*Update 7pm* The officer in charge reports that firefighters are making good progress in tackling the fire. There are currently 15 fire engines plus two water bowsers at the scene along with several officers. Firefighters have worked very quickly to surround the fire and get it under control.

*Update 7:15pm* Firefighters have done an excellent job to stop the fire spreading to a number of caravans in area affected by fire. No properties have been affected.

*Update 9pm* The fire is now out. Five fire engines and two off road vehicles (pinzgauers) will remain on scene for the next few hours to continue dampening it down and ensuring hot spots are extinguished.

Station Manager Marc Diggory said:

"Crews have worked extremely well in very tough conditions today. At its worst, the incident was affecting around 1km squared of very dry hedgerow and shrub land and spreading very quickly. 

"It's only thanks to the hard work of our skilled firefighters that the fire was controlled before it spread any further, meaning we avoided any injuries or property damage. 

"Thanks also to crews from London Fire Brigade for their assistance and to colleagues from Essex Police for their support in in keeping the public safe." 
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