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ALL CRIME 14461 15690 1229 8.5 -0.4 86.3 17.4 113179 123200 10021 8.9 68.9

Violence with Injury 1385 1552 167 12.1 4.7 8.5 1.3 12024 12913 889 7.4 7.2

Violence without Injury 2230 2638 408 18.3 1.1 14.5 2.2 18775 21996 3221 17.2 12.3

Sexual Offences 325 344 19 5.8 0.5 1.9 0.2 2879 3034 155 5.4 1.7

Robbery 180 188 8 4.4 -19.2 1.0 0.3 1022 1264 242 23.7 0.7

Dwelling Burglary (pre-Apr 17 definition) 1132 1526 394 34.8 28.8 21.0 11.1 6717 7119 402 6.0 9.9

Other Burglary (pre-Apr 17 definition) 761 548 -213 -28.0 -23.8 3.0 -0.4 6293 6027 -266 -4.2 3.4

Theft from Vehicle 1295 1144 -151 -11.7 -15.5 6.3 1.9 7501 7788 287 3.8 4.4

Theft of Motor Vehicle 495 530 35 7.1 -12.1 2.9 0.7 3347 3990 643 19.2 2.2

Theft from the Person 198 175 -23 -11.6 9.1 1.0 0.2 1804 1430 -374 -20.7 0.8

Theft of Pedal Cycles 174 190 16 9.2 -8.7 1.0 -0.3 2114 2492 378 17.9 1.4

Shoplifting 1140 1097 -43 -3.8 -0.7 6.0 0.5 10158 9846 -312 -3.1 5.5

Other Theft 1282 1420 138 10.8 6.9 7.8 0.7 12239 12716 477 3.9 7.1

Criminal Damage (incl. arson) 2155 2134 -21 -1.0 -2.4 11.7 3.1 15219 15437 218 1.4 8.6

Anti-Social Behaviour Incidents 6182 6640 458 7.4 8.0 36.5 7.7 51828 51539 -289 -0.6 28.8
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Briefing Note for the Police and Crime Commissioner 

Basildon Public Meeting 12.07.17
District Profile

Basildon district is part of the South Local Policing Area (LPA) and includes the towns of Basildon, Billericay, Laindon, Pitsea and Wickford.  The district is situated in the southern part of Essex, 30 miles east of London, and covers 42.5 square miles.  70% of the borough is rural with large areas of open farmland and scattered rural developments.  
Local MPs for Basildon include John Baron, for Billericay and Basildon areas, Stephen Metcalfe for South Basildon and Mark Francois for Wickford (all Conservative MPs).  
The main areas of employment in the district are engineering, retail, distribution and financial services.  

Basildon district has the highest population and number of households in Essex.  The district includes 72,746 households and has a total population of 174,497 residents.  
Ethnicity
Within the district, 89.5% (156,215) people are ‘White British’, 3.2% (5,462) are ‘Other White’ and 7.3% (12,820) are ‘Black or Minority Ethnic’.
Places of Interest
The Festival Leisure Park is a notable night-time economy location offering nightclubs, restaurants, a cinema and a bowling alley.  
Policing Structure and Resources

Basildon is one of the busiest districts in Essex.  It consists of 16 ward areas.
Wickford Police Station is currently on the market for sale.  

Basildon Police Station is the only station in the district that is open to the public.  It is open from 9am to 5pm every day.  
Basildon Police Station is occupied as below:
· Station Front Office

· Command Team

· Community Policing Team

· Local Policing Teams (24/7)

· Criminal Investigation Department (CID)

· Operation Juno (domestic abuse investigation team)

· Custody (closing on 21st June for three months, Southend will be used instead)
· Intelligence team
· Scenes of Crime

Community Policing Team
Basildon has one Community Policing Team (CPT) covering the entire district.  The CPT comprises one Inspector, two Sergeants, ten Constables, ten Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) and six Customer Contact Administrators (front office).  Responsibility for the 16 wards is split between the ten Constables and ten PCSOs.  The officers attend regularly advertised Local Community Meetings (monthly LCMs) and work with the community to seek long-term solutions to local problems.  
The working relationship with Basildon District Council is very healthy and there is extensive joint working and co-operation.  The Community Safety Hub, which is located in the Basildon Centre, was officially opened on 13th June 2017, by Bala Mahendran the Chief Executive of Basildon Council and chair of the Basildon Community Safety Partnership.  The purpose of the hub is to increase partnership working and cohesion, resulting in increased outcomes and performance against the CSP plan.  The hub is also supported by a ‘One Stop Shop’ approach regarding domestic abuse, the aim being to support the community in reporting and seeking help.  
Community Constables and PCSOs are also able to use the Eastgate Shopping Centre and the larger local supermarket facilities - helping to maximise the visible presence of officers in the community.  PCSOs use these facilities to hold beat surgeries.
Local Policing Teams
There are three Local Policing Team (LPT) shifts, each led by an LPT Inspector based at Basildon Police Station.  The LPTs work shifts to provide 24 hour cover for the district.  

Each team deals with a range of policing duties, including responding to emergency and priority incidents, critical incidents, other incident demand, appointments, missing persons and the investigation of volume crime.  For each shift there is one Inspector, four Sergeants, and 32 Police Constables.  
Criminal Investigation Department (CID)
Based at Basildon, CID has three teams of detectives led by a Detective Inspector, which investigate more serious crimes such as serious assaults and burglary.  The team has three Sergeants and 19 Detective Constables.  

Operation Juno Team

The Operation Juno (domestic abuse investigation team) is based at Basildon Police Station and the team is responsible for investigating all high and medium-risk domestic abuse cases.  The team provides a service for the district seven days a week; it is led by a Detective Inspector and comprises three Detective Sergeants and eighteen Constables.  There are also two Police Staff Investigators.   
Titan Team
The Titan Team was introduced in November 2016, as part of a policing response to the rise in dwelling burglary.  The team covers the entire south LPA and it progresses priority forensic allocations with the aim of keeping prolific offenders off the streets.  The team consists of one Sergeant and seven Constables.  
Community Concerns and Media
Gangs and Drugs
Gangs and drugs pose serious problems in the area.  Through the Community Safety Partnership, a dedicated gangs working group focuses on priority offenders.  Officers attached to Operation Raptor then undertake enforcement action.  These offenders are frequently linked to drugs lines from outside of Essex that supply class A drugs within the Basildon district.
The work of the group is supported by Gangs Line, which is funded through the Police and Crime Commissioner’s office, and offers diversionary activities to offenders and supports persons identified at risk of offending.  
Through the development of the new Community Safety Hub the police are proactively working to tackle gangs in the district.  Case management meetings are held monthly where identified young persons at risk of gang affiliation, and the supply of drugs, are discussed and appropriate interventions are identified and implemented.  
Festival Leisure Park

The Festival Leisure Park is a vibrant location; the site is located away from Basildon town, on private land, which gives it the appearance of a retail park.  It is the main location, within Basildon district, for the night-time economy.  Relationships between the police, site management and venue managers are positive.  A strategic operational group is run for the site and pulls together partner agencies and venues with the common aim of agreeing measures to ensure public safety for those using the facilities.  The police and Licensing are closely linked with this group.  
Other areas within the district that have a smaller night-time economy include Basildon town centre and Billericay.  
There were historic concerns around an increase in alcohol related disorder at the Festival Leisure Park; however, recent reporting shows this to have subsided.  Efforts by the Licensing trade at the Festival Leisure Park, including identity scanners and the increased use of Body Worn Video by the door staff have had a tangible positive effect on incidents of disorder.  
Burglary
Basildon saw an increase in dwelling burglary during the financial year 2016 to 2017.  
A spike in burglaries occurred during the summer months last year and ran into the Christmas period.  There was an increase in proactive patrolling across the district.  
Operation Malta was a policing operation that involved:

· Increased visible police patrolling during offending times (primarily overnight);

· Crime reduction awareness;

· Fast tracking of forensic ‘hits’ by officers attached to a dedicated team (Operation Titan):

· Enforcement of bail conditions in respect of offenders on bail.  
Despite the increase in recorded offences, the overall solved rate for this crime type increased in the same period, and it is believed that this is largely due to the focussed approach delivered through Operation Malta.
Anti-Social Behaviour
In the summer of 2016, Operation Reconsider was launched to tackle the ongoing rise in problems relating to nuisance motorbikes across the Basildon district.  The police had seen an increase in reports of bikes causing issues in neighbourhoods and parks.  

The media was utilised to encourage reporting of details from members of the public.  The public responded and information was received.  The police issued ten warning notices under a new Anti-Social Behaviour act.  These were issued to identified riders and set out the conditions they must adhere to in relation to motorbike use.  A breach of the notices can result in further action under the act and eventual court action.  There has been a reduction in calls in relation to bikes in certain areas where these notices have been issued and the operation is ongoing.
During February 2017, the police received regular calls about the Pitsea Retail Park, concerning youths intimidating shoppers and businesses.  One particular group of youths ran up and down the aisles and refused to leave shops and restaurants.  Car cruisers were also causing a nuisance to residents.  Regular patrols were carried out in the area and parents were urged to keep an eye on where their children were, however the calls continued.  As a result, the police used a dispersal order to deal robustly with this issue.  During 17th to 19th February 2017, 12 notices were handed out in the dispersal zone on the Friday night and nine notices on the Saturday night.  This resulted in significantly less people in the area, and consequently fewer issues.
Travelling Community

The district sees a steady number of ‘fleeting’ traveller encampments, most noticeably through the summer months.  This attracts local concern regarding crime and potential nuisance/disruption.  The main issue relates to fly tipping which the council predominantly leads on.  The police and the council continue to respond and support enforcement of ‘directions to leave land’ notices, where applicable.  There is no evidence of any direct link to increases in crime.  Basildon District Council, with police support, is currently working on longer-term solutions in the form of injunctions.  

There are two large permanent traveller sites in the district –Hovefields, off the A127 near Wickford, and Dale Farm (Oak Lane) near Crays Hill.  Dale Farm historically saw a significant planning enforcement operation by Basildon Council in 2011.  The Hovefields area is currently subject to legal action in respect of planning enforcement by Basildon Council.  There is also a smaller traveller site in Cranfield Park Avenue, Wickford.

Local PCSOs continue to maintain excellent links and communications with those living within the two largest static/permanent sites.  A dedicated community officer has been retained to maintain good public relations and manage issues reported within the Oak Lane site.  

Cranfield Park Avenue, in Wickford, is a smaller traveller site.  On 16th April 2017, a male resident died there after being shot in the chest with a shotgun.  His wife was stabbed but survived.  The two suspects were neighbours and are on remand in prison awaiting trial.  A Community Impact Assessment has been implemented to monitor tensions and concerns relating to this site, which in turn informs our policing response.  
Community Engagement 
There is good communication between the Basildon Community Policing Team, our Community Safety Hub and the local media.  
The number of local Neighbourhood Watch members has increased and an Active Citizen recruitment programme has been introduced through Basildon’s Community Safety Hub.  Officers are speaking regularly with the local press and media to deliver crime prevention messages to the community and news of good work which is being undertaken in the district.  The District Commander meets bi-weekly with reporters from the local paper to update on current policing initiatives.  The local press proactively publishes articles relating to local issues, trends and concerns, and this is helping the Community Policing Team reach their communities and encourages engagement.  

The number of Essex Community Messaging (ECM) online followers in Basildon has increased to 2,278 members, and a target of 10,000 has been set through engagement initiatives.  Officers are attending local events, such as the popular park runs, and also take part in many other community activities.  

Community engagement work in the district is further enhanced through an increased number of officers using Twitter accounts and social media to make themselves more accessible to the public.  The Basildon Community Policing Team Facebook page has 3,165 followers.  In addition, there are two very keen Active Citizens in Wickford who have set up a Crimewatch Wickford Facebook account which attracts significant interest and this recently won an award from the Police and Crime Commissioner.  
Basildon Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour Data
The table below sets out the crime figures for Basildon, comparing reports for 1st June 2016 to 31st May 2017 with the same period in 2016 for the Basildon district and the Force.  
Areas of note for Basildon district:

· All Crime has increased by 8.5% (1,229 more offences);
· Violence without Injury has increased by 18.3% (408 more offences);
· Violence with Injury has increased by 12.1% (167 more offences);
· Dwelling Burglary (pre-April 2017 definition) has increased by 34.8% (394 more offences);
· Other Burglary (pre-April 2017 definition) has decreased by 28.0% (213 fewer offences);
· Theft from Vehicle has decreased by 11.7% (151 fewer offences);
· ASB Incidents have increased by 7.4% (458 more incidents).  


Other districts – All Crime offences and per 1000 population:
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District
Per 1000

Offences Pop.
Basildon 15690 86.3
Braintree 7444 49.5
Brentwood 4575 60.2
Castle Point 4453 49.9
Chelmsford 11499 66.6
Calchester 12866 69.9
Epping Forest 8663 66.8
Harlow 7233 84.7
Maldon 2477 39.5
Rachford 3356 39.4
Southend-on-sea 15184 85.0
Stansted 1518
Tendring 11674 82.7
Thurrock 13431 813
Uttlesford 3137 36.9





Dwelling Burglary
In Basildon district, Dwelling Burglary increased by 34.8 % (394 more offences) during the reporting period and became an area of particular policing focus under Operation Malta, as referenced on page 4.
Violence with Injury
Within the district, Violence with Injury offences increased by 12.1% (167 more offences) during the reporting period.  These offences cannot be attributed to any specific trend or location.  Situations giving rise to this type of crime may include offences such as domestic abuse, or violence associated with the night-time economy.  During the reporting period, domestic assaults accounted for 29.6% of Violence with Injury offences.  In part, this is evidence of the increased confidence of victims coming forward to report domestic abuse.  As mentioned previously, we have introduced the ‘One Stop Shop’ in The Basildon Centre.  In support of this a recently commissioned analytical product has identified ‘hot spot’ locations, repeat victims and recidivists.  This product will be shared with partners to identify sustainable interventions.
The local policing night-time economy focus includes:

· Pre-planned weekend policing operations, high visibility patrols and an ‘outstanding suspect’ action plan at the Festival Leisure Park;
· Supporting the newly formed Basildon Street Pastor patrols;
· Operation Benison licensed premises visits (in conjunction with Special Constables for licence checks);
· Basildon Festival Leisure Park site security and establishments (specifically Unit 7 nightclub) engagement plan;
· An anti-social behaviour reduction plan specific to the Festival Leisure Park.  
Violence without Injury

Violence without Injury offences have increased in the district by 18.3% over this period (408 more offences).  The offences within this category include Common Assault, a large proportion of which are domestic abuse related common assaults and harassment.  An increase in Malicious Communications offences under the harassment legislation has also been evident over this period.
Malicious Communications offences are sometimes related to the use of social media such as Facebook, Twitter, and ‘What’s App’.  To tackle this we have worked with partners to increase education, delivering ‘Walk on Line’ roadshows across the district’s schools and colleges.  These highlight the dangers of Internet misuse and the courses of conduct which constitute malicious communication.  
The top location for reported Violence without Injury offences relates to Clare House (St Andrews Health Care facility) mental health establishment.  Working with the South Essex Partnership Trust (SEPT) we have introduced an initiative at this location with Basildon Mental Health Unit to establish effective preventative measures, regular police visibility, mutual single points of contact and training packages.  
Anti-Social Behaviour 
During the reporting period, the number of anti-social behaviour incidents increased by 7.4% (458 more offences) in the district.  A joint approach is applied to tackling anti-social behaviour, with community partners such as the council, businesses, schools and residents’ groups (including registered social landlords).  
Street Weeks were introduced in the latter part of summer 2016; this week targets identified locations where there are high levels of anti-social behaviour and other criminal activity.  Working with partners we actively engage with all residents, address their concerns and direct members of the public to other support agencies, where necessary.  
The next Street Week event is planned for July 2017, in Gloucester Park.
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