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ALL CRIME 3095 3294 199 6.4

38.7

109282 118486 9204 8.4

66.3

Violence with Injury 327 332 5 1.5

3.9

11408 12387 979 8.6

6.9

Violence without Injury 475 596 121 25.5

7.0

16923 20503 3580 21.2

11.5

Sexual Offences 76 66 -10 -13.2

0.8

2827 2869 42 1.5

1.6

Robbery 25 15 -10 -40.0

0.2

1011 1099 88 8.7

0.6

Dwelling Burglary 241 210 -31 -12.9

6.3

6964 7241 277 4.0

10.1

Other Burglary 184 163 -21 -11.4

1.9

6277 6041 -236 -3.8

3.4

Theft from Vehicle 181 238 57 31.5

2.8

8154 7531 -623 -7.6

4.2

Theft of Motor Vehicle 107 113 6 5.6

1.3

3238 3690 452 14.0

2.1

Theft from the Person 47 26 -21 -44.7

0.3

1670 1544 -126 -7.5

0.9

Theft of Pedal Cycles 55 23 -32 -58.2

0.3

2233 2265 32 1.4

1.3

Shoplifting 303 307 4 1.3

3.6

9819 10006 187 1.9

5.6

Other Theft 300 317 17 5.7

3.7

11974 12449 475 4.0

7.0

Criminal Damage (incl. arson) 495 491 -4 -0.8

5.8

14696 15314 618 4.2

8.6

Anti-Social Behaviour Incidents 1672 1564 -108 -6.5

18.4

53393 52143 -1250 -2.3
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Basildon  15340 84.4

Braintree 7364 49.0

Brentwood 4217 55.4

Castle Point 4270 47.9

Chelmsford 10927 63.3

Colchester 12341 67.1

Epping Forest 8276 63.8

Harlow 7107 83.2

Maldon 2439 38.9

Rochford  3294 38.7

Southend-on-sea 14948 83.6

Stansted 1379

Tendring 11030 78.1

Thurrock 12645 76.6

Uttlesford 2909 34.2

District

All Crime


District Profile

Rochford district is situated in South East Essex within a peninsula between the River Thames and River Crouch and with the North Sea to the east.  The south of the district adjoins the urban areas of Southend-on-Sea and Castle Point.  Much of the district’s 65 square miles are designated as green belt land and there are many miles of attractive coastline and nationally important areas of salt marsh.  
The district’s largest town, Rayleigh, and the other two main settlements of Rochford and Hockley have good rail connections to London and there is access to the A127 London-Southend Arterial Road, the A13 and the M25.  
London Southend Airport is primarily situated within the district, and the airport and surrounding area are part of the Thames Gateway regeneration area.

The district is relatively affluent, ranked as 299 out of 326 authorities nationally, where 1 is the most deprived and 326 the least deprived.  Owner-occupied homes constitute 86% of households and private renting accounts for approximately 6%.  House prices are higher than the average for England and Wales.  The proportion of the resident working age population who are in employment in Rochford is high, with the area ranking in the top 40% of districts nationally.  

Rochford had a population of 83,300 in the 2011 Census compared with 78,483 in 2001 - an increase of 4,817 people.  Compared with the 2001 Census, the 2011 Census reports the three largest percentage increases in the population of Rochford are the 60-64 year olds by 40.7% (1,765 additional people), 85+ year olds by 37.7% (575 additional people) and 80-84 year olds by 29.9% (553 additional people).  Compared with the 2001 Census, the 2011 Census reports the three largest percentage decreases in the population of Rochford are the 30-34 year olds by 24.2% (1,343 fewer people), 5-9 year olds by 13.4% (682 fewer children) and 35-39 year olds by 12.8% (781 fewer people).  
Ethnicity

In Rochford district, the black and minority ethnic (BME) population is relatively dispersed amongst the urban settlements.  The estimated population by broad ethnic group, in 2009 was:

White - 94.34%

Mixed - 1.20%

Asian or Asian British - 1.93%

Black or Black British - 1.44%

Chinese or Other - 1.20%
Source: ONS
Policing Structure and Resources
Community Policing Team (formerly the Neighbourhood Policing Team)
Rochford consists of seven neighbourhoods: Rochford, Rayleigh, Hockley, Hullbridge, Great Wakering, Ashingdon and Canewdon.  The Castle Point and Rochford Community Policing Team (CPT) is based at Rayleigh Police Station but covers both the districts of Rochford and Castle Point.  Together with Basildon and Southend they made up the South Local Policing Area (LPA).
The CPT comprises an Inspector, two Sergeants, seven Constables (which include a Children and Young Person’s Officer) and six Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs).  The team are supported by nine Special Constables and eight ‘Active Citizen’ volunteers.  The front office has been closed to the public.
‘Active Citizen’ volunteers deploy within the community on crime prevention initiatives such as leaflet drops.  They have provided high visibility in ‘hot spot’ dwelling burglary areas, distributed crime prevention advice aimed at vulnerable people in supermarkets (purse thefts) conducted shop visits and held beat surgeries in larger supermarkets and libraries.  
The Constables and support officers remain a point of contact for the community and work towards delivering the Community Safety Partnership (CSP) plan.  There is one CSP for Castle Point and Rochford and its objectives are to safeguard vulnerable people, reduce acquisitive crime (primarily burglary, robbery and vehicle crime) and to reduce anti-social behaviour (ASB).  

Officers also focus on the Force Control Strategy and nominated officers are the single point of contact in regard to child sexual exploitation, immigration/modern slavery, street gangs (drugs and related violence), acquisitive crime and ASB.
The CPT has set up a new referral process with Rayleigh and Rochford Association of Voluntary Services (RRAVS) for victims of crime who are in some way vulnerable.  
Rural Crime
Rochford district has a dedicated PCSO who is the point of contact for rural crime/ASB.  She has started to build a network of contacts and will examine how best practice from across the country can be utilised in Rochford, engaging with communities and supporting them in a practical and meaningful way.  
Community Safety Hub
The working relationship with Rochford District Council (RDC) is very healthy and there is extensive joint working and co-operation.  The teams are in the process of establishing a physical ‘hub’, where partners will work together to maximise the effectiveness of the numerous agencies who have an interest in reducing crime and ASB.  Discussions took place with both councils regarding the appropriate siting of this office and the location of the hub was agreed as the Castle Point council offices in Kiln Road, Benfleet.  The hub is due to open in April.  
Local Policing Teams
The Local Policing Teams (LPTs) provide a service 24 hours a day, seven days a week, from within the district, attending emergency and routine calls from the community.  The LPTs are co-located at Canvey and Rayleigh police stations and comprise three Inspectors, six Sergeants and 54 Constables.  Neither police station is open to the public.  Officers are being redeployed from the West LPA to support the South - two police officers have been posted to the district over the last two months.
Criminal Investigation Department (CID)
CID comprises Detective Inspectors, Detective Sergeants and Detective Constables that are based at Basildon and Southend.  They also cover Castle Point and Rochford.  They investigate more serious crimes such as serious assaults, fraud, robbery and dwelling burglary.  

Operation Juno
The Operation Juno Teams are based at Southend and Basildon police stations.  The teams are responsible for investigating the more serious domestic abuse cases and for the enhanced safeguarding of victims.  The Juno teams provide a service for the district seven days a week, are led by a Detective Inspector, and comprise Detective Sergeants and investigators.  

Operation Juno officers are predominantly perpetrator focused.  Safeguarding is conducted through the HQ Central Referral Unit.  
Community Concerns and the Media
Although Rochford is a relatively low crime area, as reflected in the table on page 6 (second lowest district per 1000 of population) there is often a perception, particularly on Facebook that crime and ASB are rapidly increasing.  
Maintaining public confidence is a key area that local officers focus on, and last month the Essex Police Castle Point and Rochford Facebook page was launched.  This has had over 1800 likes and 1900 followers.  The stories that officers publish are linked to a Twitter account.  Articles posted include arrests, dedicated ASB patrols, vehicle seizures and warnings, information on crime prevention and child sexual exploitation and domestic abuse.
A good working relationship exists between the police and the Echo newspaper, and local police aim to have at least two positive stories published each week.

Local officers use Essex Community Messaging (ECM) to send out daily messages to the community.  Officers attached to Rochford district send out more messages via the ECM than any other district in the county; with over thirty messages being sent out a month.  The district has over 900 ECM subscribers.
Rochford police station was closed many years ago and is due for sale.  In order to maximise visible policing in Rochford town, the council kindly allows officers to use their staff facilities and this enables officers to remain in the Rochford area for longer periods of time.  The introduction of new computer tablets also enables officers to stay out in the community for longer periods of time.  
Vehicle and Youth Nuisance in General
For over a year, the issue of nuisance behaviour in Rochford, including youths in the town centre, on bicycles and motorbikes, has been regularly raised by the community.  The CPT has completed dedicated operations and continues to do so.  Three of the offenders have been issued with Community Protection Notices, which have conditions attached that restrict where they can loiter and how many people they can associate with in a public place.  A breach of a Community Protection Notice is a criminal offence.  
Two Criminal Behaviour (court) Orders have been obtained, both of which related to local youths who were involved in both criminal and anti-social behaviour.  These have restrictive conditions, including curfews, and have been successful in stopping the majority of their unacceptable behaviour.  
Examples of Problem Solving
ASB
Operation Turncoat was set up to address the issues of nuisance behaviour in Rochford town and consisted of different proactive elements, including days of action as below:
The police, Fire Service and the council knocked on 424 doors, and some residents received fire safety and crime prevention advice as well as Smart Water security property marking kits.  A total of 25 residents requested further home safety visits for smoke alarm installations.
The CPT, along with the Fire Service road traffic collision team visited the top 15 moped riders suspected of being nuisance drivers.  12 moped riders were seen and spoken to and one was issued a Sec 59 warning (the bike can be seized if the behaviour re-occurs).  300 police letters regarding the nuisance vehicles were also delivered to neighbours, in order to seek assistance with identifying the offenders.  
Neighbourhood Watch delivered 410 police letters in respect of the nuisance motor vehicle issues and gave information to the public regarding Neighbourhood Watch and how to join or start up a scheme.  The police visited shops in Hockley, Hawkwell, Ashingdon and Rochford asking for the letters to be displayed, and the council displayed posters in public places.  
The police Casualty Reduction team and the CPT carried out numerous stop-checks of vehicles following ANPR hits, as well as other stops.  
The police also carried out cycle and foot patrols in the areas of the operation.
Two motorbikes have been seized and three local youths have been issued with Community Protection Notices.  Officers have been in Rochford during the school half-term (week commencing 13th February) completing a survey of businesses in the town centre to see if they would support CCTV, which the Rochford Parish Council has agreed to fund.  The initial feedback is that this would be supported by local people and the council.  
Operation Turncoat is ongoing.  
Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) and Illegal Immigration/Slavery
Local officers have initiated multi-agency visits to fast food outlets to educate staff and review the potential for CSE at such locations, and also investigate possible illegal immigrant and related slavery at some premises.  One such visit followed specific information regarding an allegation of a sexual offence.  The CPT attended with the Missing Person Officer, Youth Services and Rochford District Council’s Environmental Health, Planning and Housing Officers.  Checks were also carried out on employees at numerous venues regarding suspected human trafficking and modern day slavery and three males who had illegally entered the country were arrested.  This partnership work continues in identifying premises where similar issues are identified and appropriate enforcement action is taken.  Officers now hold ‘mini’ Missing and Child Exploitation meetings (MACE) in the district, to investigate local issues, replicating Local Policing Area partner meetings.  
Operation Sport – High Visibility Foot Patrols in the High Street, Rayleigh
Operation Sport has involved high visibility foot patrols in the area around the High Street, Rayleigh.  This activity has recently been requested by members of the public on the Castle Point and Rochford Facebook page and the patrols have provided an opportunity for the police to engage with the public and provide a reassuring presence.  
Retail outlets at these locations were also visited, with officers providing best practice advice around retail crime prevention as well as crime reporting and CCTV guidelines to ensure the best chance of preventing further offences.  
In addition, licensing checks were carried out at public houses.  ‘Facewatch’ is being launched in Rayleigh town centre which will provide licensed premises with the ability to share and view CCTV images of trouble makers.  This has been initiated as part of the PubWatch scheme.  Whilst it is not practical to always deploy officers on foot in every area, this tactic will be utilised whenever possible and will be strengthened by the use of Active Citizens and Specials.  
Rochford Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour Data
The table below sets out the crime figures for Rochford, comparing reports for 1st February 2016 to 31st January 2017 with 1st February 2015 to 31st January 2016 for Rochford district and the force.  
Areas of note for Rochford district:

· All Crime has increased by 6.4% (199 more offences);

· Violence without Injury has increased by 25.5% (121 more offences);

· Dwelling Burglary has decreased by 12.9% (31 fewer offences);

· Other Burglary has decreased by 11.4% (21 fewer offences);

· Theft from a Vehicle has increased by 31.5% (57 more offences);

· Theft from the Person has decreased by 44.7% (21 fewer offences);

· Anti-Social Behaviour has decreased by 6.5% (108 fewer incidents).
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Other districts – All Crime offences and per 1000 population:


Dwelling Burglary
In Rochford district, during the above reporting period, dwelling burglary decreased by 12.9% (31 fewer offences) when compared with the same period the previous year.  The police continue to target offenders who are known or suspected of committing these offences, including those who sometimes travel to the district from Southend.  Essex Police was successful in obtaining a Criminal Behaviour Order regarding a local teenager who committed a burglary and other offences in Rochford.  If an increase is identified, resources are redeployed where practical and support is sought from other force assets and for increased funding through the local tasking process.  CID continues to be the lead investigator - Crime Scene Investigators attend every offence and house-to-house and local enquires are completed.  The district is also assisted by Active Citizens, in providing a high visibility presence, and by Special Constables.  
Theft from Vehicles
Theft from Vehicle offences increased by 31.5% (57 more offences) in Rochford district during the reporting period when compared with the same period the previous year.  The increase is believed to be mostly down to two offenders who were active before Christmas in Southend and Rochford/Wakering areas.  The offenders were arrested and charged with numerous offences.  Many of the targeted vehicles had been left unlocked with items such as wallets and phones left in the vehicles.  The police circulated crime prevention advice as widely as possible through internal and external media and the suspects were persistently targeted until arrested.  Covert tactics are also regularly used when a spike or increased pattern of offences occurs.
Anti-Social Behaviour
Anti-social behaviour (ASB) decreased by 6.5% (108 fewer incidents) in Rochford district during the reporting period when compared with the same period the previous year.  

Policing activities undertaken recently to address ASB have included:

· The CPT’s work relating to vehicle and youth nuisance as detailed previously on page 4;
· Close working relationships being developed with the Rochford District Council Community Safety Officer, housing, youth workers, schools and parents;
· The implementation of acceptable behaviour contracts, community warning notices (over 16) and local diversionary tactics – e.g. the fishing project in Rochford.  The fishing project has been running in Rochford for a number of years and has now been extended to Stambridge.  The project has been supported by a local councillor, Youth Services and the parish council.  Young people who are on the periphery of criminality are put forward to work towards an angling qualification; however the project also helps them to build self-confidence and serves as a diversion away from crime.  Funding has previously been provided by the OPCC.
· A dedicated police ASB officer being based at Rayleigh;
· Specific operations at times of the year which are often associated with ASB; e.g. the Halloween half-term break and school holidays;
· Work is being undertaken on the Responsible Petrol Retailers scheme which seeks agreement from petrol stations to reduce the ease at which some off-road bikers are able to purchase petrol.  An agreement is signed to become part of the scheme, display signage and ensure staff do not sell to people with off road bikes unless their identity can be confirmed, and the age of those using jerry cans can be verified.  
Violent Crime
During the reporting period, offences of Violence without Injury increased by 25.5% (121 more offences) in Rochford district when compared with the same period the previous year.  
Approximately 28% of Violence without Injury offences were related to domestic abuse during the reporting period.  This is the second lowest level of domestic abuse, per district, across the county, with just Stansted Airport being lower.  The district has a dedicated Operation Juno team that deals with most of these offences and numerous safeguarding processes are put in place.  The arrest of suspects, and attending the initial incidents, are always daily priorities – as directed at daily Local Policing Area management meetings.  
The night-time economy (NTE) can also play a part in violent offences.  In Rochford district, Rayleigh is the town with the biggest NTE.  CPT Officers and Specials provide dedicated foot patrols on Friday and Saturday nights, when aligned with their shift pattern.  
PubWatch is strong in the town and FaceWatch is being introduced (as described previously on page 5) and as part of a county initiative - Operation Benison, where the licensed premises with most problems are visited and checked.  The force is in the process of hiring a licensing officer, as the previous one left to go to Rochford District Council before Christmas.  
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